
Shelter Island Heights Property Owners Corporation  
Swimming Pool Policy 
 
Approved by full Board of Directors at April 12, 2008 Meeting 
 
Background/Rationale 
The demand for swimming pools has risen to the point where we, the Property 
and Roads Committee and ultimately the community, must address it more 
formally. 
 
There are many issues associated with swimming pools. They include:   
Water use. Pools evaporate on the hot summer days and we acknowledge that 
the only practical solution to keeping a pool healthy is to top it off with water from 
a garden hose.  As such there is typically a correlation between high water use 
and properties with pools. Openness is another issue. Personal safety and local 
law require that a pool be surrounded by a fence. Historically the Heights has 
been an open, walking community. Good neighbor policy.  Noise from the use 
of pools and pool equipment and lighting that often attends evening use of pools 
can disturb the peace for nearby neighbors.   
 
POLICY 
The Heights will not support a variance for a pool anywhere in the Heights. 
 
Lower Heights (Historic District, Meadow, Oxford and New York Avenue)   
In the Lower Heights, defined by the Architectural Review policy of September 
2004, there is an increasing feeling that pools are inappropriate. This is an area 
where Victorian cottages built in the 1870s are often but a few feet from each 
other, exacerbating the noise and fence issues. 
  
Several pools already exist but are placed between houses and the bay or 
houses and the harbor or are surrounded by open space.  
The membership looks to the Committee to preserve the integrity of the 
community and the peace and quiet for the neighbors.  Effective April 3, 2004, 
pools were prohibited in the Historic District.  Subsequently the Board, with 
extensive input from Heights membership, revised the policy to read as follows:   
 
 
POLICY  
The Heights strongly discourages swimming pools in the Historic District 
and the Lower Heights - defined as Meadow, Oxford and New York Avenues 
– see attached Map dated June 16, 2007). 
 
Rationale for permitted pools in the Upper (Heights outside of the Historic 
District, Oxford, Meadow and New York Avenue) Heights 
As a general statement, the Committee is not opposed to swimming pools in the 
areas where there are large lot sizes, eclectic architecture, and the houses are 



sufficiently far apart that noise is not a compelling issue. Applications for pools 
will be reviewed on a case by case basis. 
 
Application process 
The Town of Shelter Island has its own permitting process.  For pools, it relies 
primarily on setbacks, as per the Town Code. It also invites input from neighbors 
if a variance is required and works with the Heights when the infrastructure, in 
the form of water and waste water pipes as well as POC owned alleys and paper 
roads are involved.  
 
The Heights process has always been more robust than the Town.  Both require 
submission of an application including the site plan, pool description, and current 
survey. The Property and Roads Committee will evaluate each application based 
on various criteria, including but not limited to, quality of life in the immediate 
area and the neighbors’ input.  The Committee will also consider the impact of 
the proposed pool on the infrastructure of the Heights, specifically the water and 
wastewater pipes which run across many yards (Please see Pipes Policy).  
When the Property and Roads deems it necessary, it will refer the application to 
the Architectural Review Sub-committee for input on the architectural integrity of 
the proposed pool.  The Property and Roads Committee will then decide whether 
to approve or deny the pool. 
 
Approval process 
Our criteria and approval requirements include: 

• Site the proposed pool so that it does not interfere with water and /or 
wastewater pipes. 

• Install a check valve to protect against backflow into the drinking water 
system 

• Build a noise attenuation enclosure for the pumps in consideration of the 
Town Noise Ordinance and the comfort of the nearby neighbors. 

• Dig a dry well or cistern for overflow 
• Fill the pool with off-island water in accordance with Town guidelines 
• Shut the pool down and cover it during the off season to prevent its 

becoming a breeding ground for mosquitoes as well as an attractive 
nuisance for deer and humans. 

• Minimize the removal of trees and vegetation 
 
There is provision in the By-Laws that, if disapproved, the applicant has the right 
to appeal to the full Board of Directors.     
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